
West Kent Clinical Commissioning Group  

Wharf House,  

Medway Wharf Road,  

Tonbridge,  

Kent. TN9 1RE  

 

March 21st 2018  

 

For the attention of Gail Arnold.  

 

We have received your letter very recently, dated March, concerning the previewed closure 

of both GP practices in Allington due to the retirement of the General Practitioners.  

 

Both of us are astounded by the shortness of time elapsing between the date of the advice to 

patients and the predetermined date of closure. There remains from today but a matter of 

just over 9 weeks and we believe that this timeframe really is much too short and will no 

doubt bring much protest to you as it has begun to be to us. 

 

To allow both doctors to retire together, (although there is no known connection between 

their operation) is so short-sighted, particularly as there is no other NEARBY GP practice to 

take up the large number of patients, many of whom are elderly, as we know from the 

demographic makeup of this area of Maidstone.  

 

Bower Mount and the Vine are already creaking under pressure, Marigold Way is now 

advertising that it has no vacancies and in the other direction Ditton is the closest for 

practices of which we are aware. All of these are well over a mile and nearer two miles from 

this largely residential area of Allington/Bridge which has recently been enhanced by another 

3000 homes.  

 

We need to know exactly how you are expecting to deal with this critical situation. It must 

have been obvious for many months that this outcome was likely and to allow it to get to this 

serious stage where BOTH cease together on the same date, is really unforgiveable.  

 

We expect to be given please soon some indication of the emergency measures you are likely 

to be proposing to continue to give this primary care WITHIN WALKING DISTANCE of most of 

the local conurbation.  

 

Yours faithfully  

 

Dan Daley and Rob Bird  

Kent County Councillors for Maidstone Central 

 


