
From: Dan Daley (Cllr) [mailto:dandaley@maidstone.gov.uk]  
Sent: 27 March 2018 12:13 
To: GRANT, Helen <helen.grant.mp@parliament.uk> 
Cc: Rob.Bird@kent.gov.uk; Cynthia Robertson (Cllr) <cynthiarobertson@maidstone.gov.uk>; Diana Lewins (Cllr) 
<DianaLewins@Maidstone.gov.uk> 
Subject: FW: GP Practice closures in Allington 
  
Good morning Helen 

We wish that it was for a more pleasant reason that we write this letter.   

You surely will have received a letter from the West Kent Clinical Commissioning Group concerning the 

imminent closure of TWO ADJACENT GP Practices.  

Of course, like us, you will well know their situation relative to their patients, which are close together, right in 
the centre of the Allington residential area.    

You will also know the demographic of the local population and that it is made up of very many more elderly 
people, some with quite difficult mobility problems.  The fact that they have had for so many years superlative 
treatment within a short walk, means that this sudden announcement by the WKCCG without much of an 
apology that I can discern, is causing great distress.  

We know that all of the nearest practices which are designed as Medical Centres are already full and not 
taking on more patients. 

You will note that in their letter, the WKCCG is asking the patients what they think and what their answer 
is, with the rider that by the first week in May they may get to hear what is proposed to be supplied by the 
Commissioning Group, once they have had time to consider the replies!  

Our position is that the CCG should have been aware of the age profiles of these doctors and the fact that they 
would quite likely be wanting to retire soon, at least two years ago.  

Recently, we were made aware that the Bower Mount Practice had started to send out letters to long-
established patients telling them that they were going to be de-listed and after us ALERTING Dr. Bob Bowes, as 
CCG chairman about this, he informed us that this had been reversed.  I am still waiting for confirmation that 
this good news has reached the affected patients.  

It is plain that the real bottom line here is the sheer paucity of supply in the matter of doctors willing to take up 
General Practice.  It is not for us to discuss the methodology of the way in which doctors work as contractors 
and small businesses and maybe that this is now long overdue for overhaul.  It is also plain that this is beginning 
to become a NATIONAL problem in the way in which Primary Care is discharged within communities.  

This last weekend saw a headline in the Sunday Times telling us that Mrs. May was going to override the 
Treasury and that another £4Bn would be pumped into the NHS to ‘overcome the shortages of staff’.    

Most of us near the action know that the vacancies in almost every department in hospitals are impossible to 
fill and that the numbers of qualified staff are just not there.  The news that Canterbury is to open a Medical 
School soon is obviously welcome but you will know that it will take between five and seven years before any 
product arrives from that source.  

We would ask please that you do let us know exactly what you may have said to Jeremy Hunt or NHS England.   

Best regards  

Rob Bird and Dan Daley 
KCC Members Maidstone Central. 
  
Ps. We have just been advised that NHS England will not sanction spending on practices of less than 7000 
patients.  The patients of the two practices now closing total 5,600.  

There are over 3000 new properties either now new-built or in process of building in this North West border of 
Maidstone and Tonbridge and Malling which will generate within a short time more than the difference at 
present lacking in attracting NHS England support.  Is future Planning not taken into consideration until it is too 
late as well as good practice? Each of these properties are generating a developer contribution to the NHS for 
local provision. So where is this money going? 


