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Sent: 28 March 2018 16:37 
To: Daley, Dan - Maidstone District Councillor; Bird, Rob - MEM 
Cc: Cynthia Robertson (Cllr); Diana Lewins (Cllr) 
Subject: RE: GP Practice closures in Allington 

 

 
Dear Cllr Bird and Cllr Daley  
  
Thank you for taking the time to write to me on this important local issue. 
  
I can confirm I have been informed of the changes occurring at Allington Clinic and Allington 

Park Surgery by the West Kent Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG). This has occurred 

because the respective doctors have decided to terminate their individual contracts but it is 

understandable that these changes will cause alarm to many of the residents of Allington. I have 

already responded to a number of my constituents who have expressed concern. 
  
I have made further enquiries with the West Kent CCG on this matter and the first point to make 

clear is that no conclusive decision has yet been taken in regards to these practices. In line with 

their contracts the Doctors have only had to give 3 months’ notice of their decision however only 

one of the Doctors is retiring, the other Doctor has simply made the decision to terminate his 

contract. The CCG are obliged to hold a consultation on these changes which is currently taking 

place and runs until Friday 13th April.  
  
I have written directly to Glenn Douglas, Chief Accountable Officer to make clear my view that 

it will be extremely damaging to the local community if these practices were to close. As you 

note, a large majority of people living in the area are elderly and will require the services of a 

Doctor regularly. It may therefore be difficult for them to travel to other nearby surgeries. 

Nonetheless I have been assured by the CCG that lists to other local practices have not been 

closed as this cannot be done formally. The CCG have explained that they are able to allocate 

places therefore if these practices were to close patients would be able to join a nearby practice.  
  
However it is my understanding that the CCG’s preference is for these practices to remain open 

and that a conclusion will be made in mid-April after the commissioning committee consider the 

responses from the consultation. I am told that all patients will be written to directly with the final 

decision. I have strongly urged the commissioning committee to carefully consider every viable 

option available to keep these practices open so they can continue to service the many thousands 

of patients that depend on these local services. 
  
I am aware of the issue with the Bower Mount Medical Practice also as a constituent wrote to me 

on this matter and I have also been informed by the CCG that practices may sometimes suggest 

that patients move to closer practices, but they will not forcibly remove them for their list.  
  
At a National level, despite tight public finances, the Government has actively supported the 

NHS's own plan for the future. That is why it is increasing NHS spending by at least £8 billion in 

real terms over the next five years. This will ensure that by the end of this Parliament, everyone 

will be able to access GP services at evenings and weekend.  

  

Over the next three years, the Government will provide the NHS with an additional £2.8 billion 

resource funding. By the end of this year, the NHS will receive £335 million to manage winter 

pressures; a further £1.6 billion will be invested in 2018-19, and in 2019-20, £900 million will be 



provided to help address future issues. At the 2017 Autumn Budget, the Chancellor announced an 

additional programme of capital investment, further to the £425 million committed at the Spring 

Budget in March 2017. I am happy to say that this investment will be worth £3.5 billion, and will 

help NHS organisations deliver significant improvements to local services, improve performance, 

and significantly increase NHS efficiency.  
  
Supporting General Practice is at the heart of the Government's commitment to a high quality, 

seven-day health service. That is why the Government has launched a multi-billion pound plan to 

deliver the NHS's own plan for its future, the Five Year Forward View.  The NHS will earmark 

an extra £2.4 billion a year for GP services by 2020/21, a 14 per cent real terms increase. This 

investment includes a £500 million Sustainability and Transformation package to help GP 

practices add to the workforce and tackle workload.  
  
The Government will deliver 5,000 additional doctors working in General Practice by 2020, 

through new incentives for training, recruitment, retention and return to practice. In addition, it 

will deliver 3,000 practice-based mental health therapists, 1,500 co-funded practice clinical 

pharmacists, and nationally funded support for the wider primary care workforce. The 

Government's £1 billion Estates and Technology Transformation Fund will deliver GP premises 

fit for the future as well as investment to support better technologies and the development of 

modern working practices.   

  

This package will enable delivery of a seven-day NHS, providing evening and weekend 

appointments to all patients by 2020, through practical support for surgeries to work together as 

well as direct funding for improved access. A new voluntary GP contract will support integrated 

primary and community health services with 7 day and weekend access at its core. 
  
I trust this reassures you of both my position and the Government’s record on the NHS. 
  
Yours sincerely  

             
 
HELEN GRANT MP 
 


